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Certification

The Board of Editors in the Life Sciences

has established a standard of proficiency

for manuscript editors in the life sciences by
testing candidates according to internationally
recognized editorial principles.

Certification provides employers and clients an
objective way to identify proficient manuscript
editors in the life sciences. Because editors
have different backgrounds, it is not always
easy for an employer to determine whether

a promising job candidate would be a good
editor. Employers must rely on personal
references or their own ad hoc tests. A
credentialed Editor in the Life Sciences

has proved his or her proficiency against a
professional standard.
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The Examination The Candidate

The centification examination is an English Certification provides qualified candidates with a way to demonstrate their editorial skills and abilities.
language, 3-hour, multiple-choice test of
scientific editing. It tests the candidate’s ability To be eligible for candidacy, an applicant must have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited academic
to institution and 2 years of experience as a manuscript editor or the equivalent. Contact the Registrar at
www.bels.org for exceptions. A manuscript editor is one who is concerned with the expression of the
* Ensure clarity and internal consistency in a content as well as the form of a manuscript.
manuscript’s form, usage, logical flow, and
organization. Once an applicant is accepted into candidacy, he or she may register for a scheduled examination.
Candidates who pass the examination receive the credential Editor in the Life Sciences and may use the
* Detect and correct errors in punctuation, initials ELS after their names.

grammar, word choice, syntax, stylistic
consistency, and numeric content and

data. The Process

* Adhere to publishers’ instructions.

Application. Download and complete the application form. Send the form, your resume or curriculum vitae,
three letters of reference, a copy of your college transcript or your diploma, and a check for US$50 payable to
the Board of Editors in the Life Sciences to the BELS Registrar. The application form and Registrar’s address
are available at www.bels.org .

* Understand the principles and ethics of
scientific inquiry, writing, and publishing in
the life sciences.

Candidacy. Once the information has been reviewed and your eligibility is confirmed, you are admitted into
candidacy. You will receive an examination study guide and the examination registration form. Your candidacy
is valid for 2 years. During that time, you may register for any scheduled examination.

The examination is offered several times each

year, often in conjunction with professional

writing and editing association meetings.
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